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traband of War," " Questions of International Law Aris- 
ing out of the Russo-Japanese War," " Recrudescence of 
Belligerent Pretensions" and "Prize Courts and an In- 
ternational Prize Court of Appeal." The papers on 
these subjects by Mr. Douglas Owen, of the London Bar, 
Mr. George Marais, Advocate in the Court of Appeal 
of Paris, Dr. Thomas Baty, barrister, of London, and 
Mr. J. Pawley Bate, lecturer on international law at the 
Inns of Court, London, were able and instructive, though 
technical in character. 

A resolution was voted by the Conference in favor of 
the neutralization of all passenger and mail steamers, 
under severe restrictions as to carrying contraband of 
war. A resolution was also voted that coal should be 
considered only conditionally contraband of war. The 
spirit of the Conference was strongly in favor of the 
extension of neutral rights and of the increased restric- 
tion of the so-called rights of belligerents. 

On the third day the legal relations between charterers 
and ship owners, and kindred topics under maritime law, 
were discussed. 

On the last day the topics discussed were : " The De- 
sirability of Extending the Berne Railway Transport of 
Goods," "Rules for the Recognition of Foreign Com- 
panies," " Foreign Judgments," etc. 

In relation to all the subjects that came before the 
Conference, there was manifested a strong desire that the 
governments should act in a spirit of increasing coopera- 
tion in the interests of trade, of the preservation of life, 
and of the avoidance of friction through carelessness and 
injustice. 

One could not but observe the conspicuous absence 
from the Conference of delegates from Sweden. None, 
of course, were expected, as the Conference met at the 
time when feeling between the two countries was strongest 
on account of the formal withdrawal of Norway from 
the Union. But the Norwegian members of the Con- 
ference could not have conducted themselves with greater 
self-restraint and propriety than they did. Not a word 
of criticism of Sweden was heard, nor a word of boastful 
self-justification of the Norwegians. One would not 
have- known, from anything that was said, that anything 
unusual had happened. Even in private prominent men 
answered with great care and moderation questions put 
to them about the situation. The seriousness of the situ- 
ation was felt, but there seemed no disposition to ex- 
aggerate or make it worse by rash and untimely speech. 
It is not to be wondered at, therefore, that, since such a 
spirit as this prevailed, an agreement between the two 
countries was quickly reached which averted all danger 
of war. 

It is not easy to see how hospitality could be more 
sincere and generous than that which was extended to 
the foreign delegates. Every Norwegian met did his 
best, with what English, French or German he knew, to 
make us all feel at home. On the first evening there 
was a reception, with supper, given by the Chamber of 
Commerce Committee at one of the most beautiful 
suburban resorts ; on the second afternoon and evening 
a dinner was given by the same Committee at another 
of the fine resorts outside of the city ; on the third 
afternoon the guests were taken on an excursion on the 
fjord, which terminated in another dinner on an island 
not far from the city ; and on the last evening a great 



banquet was given the members of the Conference by 
the municipality in the Hotel de Ville, which was pre- 
sided over by the mayor. We have heard of people 
being killed with kindness, but this week in Christiania 
we came near realizing in fact what it meant. Certain 
it is that no member of the Twenty-second Conference 
of the International Law Association can ever find it in 
his heart to think ill of the Norwegians. 



Editorial Notes. 

The diplomatic event of the last month 
The Anglo- wag ^ e publication of the new Anglo- 

Japanese T , . , . . T 

Treaty. Japanese treaty, which was signed in Lon- 

don on the 12th of August by Lord 
Lansdowne and Baron Hayashi. We give the text of 
it on another page for the convenience of those who 
may wish to examine its provisions. It is in some 
respects a renewal of the treaty concluded by the two 
powers three years ago, though it is a broader and much 
more significant document. It is open to the serious 
objections which may be brought against all offensive 
and defensive military alliances, which are wrong in 
principle, and always work more or less mischief in 
practice. The treaty has already aroused much indigna- 
tion in Germany, and is quite certain to widen the breach 
between her and England. Its effect upon the relations 
between England and Russia is also sure to be bad, as 
it is clearly aimed against the latter country. But it is 
more than a military alliance. Its main purpose is the 
maintenance of general peace in the Far East, and with 
this aim we must all sympathize. It guarantees the in- 
dependence and integrity of China and equal opportunity 
for the commerce and industry of all nations in China. 
It does not, however, treat Korea as it ought to do. It 
practically turns her over to the control of Japan, and 
to speedy annexation without consulting the Korean 
people. The former treaty guaranteed the independence 
of Korea. While this new treaty, in spite of its funda- 
mental defect, goes a good way in the right direction, a 
very much better treaty might have been made in the 
interests of the East. All the important nations having 
relations with the East ought to have entered into a 
general treaty in the interests of peace and commerce, 
and the independence of the Eastern nations. No mili- 
tary provisions of any kind need have gone into such an 
agreement. There is little doubt that Russia, Germany, 
France, Italy, Austria, Belgium, the United States, etc., 
could easily have been induced at the present auspicious 
moment to join in such a purely peace compact, and thus 
the whole Eastern question have been once for all settled. 
It seems strange that no responsible statesman should 
have seen this extraordinary opportunity to do for the 
East what England and France have done for themselves 
in a smaller way by the Great Agreement recently drawn 
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between them. The time has not yet passed, and Presi- 
dent Roosevelt might well find in this direction an oppor- 
tunity to do a still greater service for the world's peace 
than any which he has yet rendered. 



Later reports of the feeling of indigna- 
The Feeling ^ Qn j n j a p an a g a i ns t the government over 

the terms of the Portsmouth peace treaty 
and of the riots and disorders attending it prove that the 
earlier accounts were not at all exaggerated. A private 
letter received at this office speaks of the smoking ruins 
of the offices of newspapers which had supported the 
government, of police stations wrecked, of the intensity 
of the war spirit prevailing, etc. This indignation and 
violence of the people was exhibited because of the fact 
that the government had decided to drop the claim for 
indemnity, which had at first been put forward at Ports- 
mouth, in order to end the war. The people had been 
led by the successes of the Japanese armies in the field 
to believe that they could force Russia to accept any 
terms laid down by the victors, and they proposed to 
exact from the beaten foe enough to cover their own 
government's expenses in the war. This display of 
passion and determination to exact as much as possible 
from Russia is not to be wondered at. It was the natural 
fruit of the conflict. Something like it has attended 
every war. The war passion grows by what it feeds on, 
and those who are affected by it often lose all sense of 
reason and are led blindly away by hatred of the enemy 
and desire to humiliate him to the utmost possible extent- 
The Japanese government is to be warmly commended 
for having stood firm during this storm of violence. The 
people will get over their childish madness, and will in 
time see that the government's course was one of great 
wisdom. And the government will do well if it learns 
once for all that war is a very dangerous thing to play 
with. An intelligent Japanese, who has been in Tokyo 
during the entire conflict, writes us: "The war has 
ended as we prognosticated, to the great disappointment 
of the nation. War IS foolish — that is the lesson 
taught by this expensive war." 



Mr. E. J. Dillon, in Harper's Weekly, 

Horror* in ^us Scribes some of the horrors which 

Manchuria. 

attended the war in Manchuria : 

"People who have not witnessed the horrors of actual 
warfare — and the present campaign is in many respects 
worse than the struggles of former days — cannot realize 
the fate that awaits the unfortunate men who are thus 
condemned without appeal to die. Death pure and 
simple would be a boon as compared with the destiny in 
store for them. 

" From the day on which they take their places in the 
railway cars their ordeal commences. Cooped up like 



sardines in a tin box, they have too little room, too little 
air, too little food, too little exercise, too little heat in 
winter, too much in summer. They are not as well off 
as the cavalry horses in the wagons next their own. 
Fatigued, cramped, weak, emaciated, they are whirled 
through Siberia, and dumped on some little station in 
Manchuria, where no preparations have been made for 
them. Hungry and thirsty, they have then to march for 
miles and miles in a strange and difficult country, they 
know not whither or wherefore. All at once, without a 
word of warning, they are decimated by a slanting 
hail of bullets which seemingly come from nowhere. 
They cannot reply, for there is no indication of the 
enemy's position. 

" After that baptism of fire the real horrors of war 
begin. Marches under a scorching sun until the boots 
drop off in shreds, the feet are swollen and lacerated, 
the tongue is parched and black, and the brain swim- 
ming with incipient madness. Or else it is winter, when 
the toes, the ears, the nose, and it may be the cheeks, are 
frostbitten and disfigured forever, and when every snow- 
heap exerts a weird fascination over the jaded and 
drowsy soldier, who often flings himself surreptitiously 
upon one and enters upon his long last sleep. 

"But hunger and thirst are the two awe-inspiring 
demons of war whose victims are more to be pitied even 
than Ugolino in his hunger tower. I have heard of sol- 
diers who, to quench their maddening thirst as they lay 
wounded on the millet-fields of Manchuria, drank human 
blood. I could if needs were name some who came 
back from the war to their native village invalided, and 
whose experience had been even still more horrible. 
' We lay helpless in the fields like children, covered by 
the millet grass. My leg was as stiff as a board. We 
were fiercely hungry like wolves, human wolves. We 
would have eaten refuse had there been any at hand. 
But there was nothing. Every now and then we cast 
hungry looks at our dead comrades, and then we gazed 
at each other. We spoke with our eyes, we agreed with 
our eyes to commit a heinous crime. All the talk was 
done by evil glances. I can't say how, but we under- 
stood each other perfectly. And then — then we did it.' 

" I break off the grewsome narrative here. It was 
poignantly realistic. Every detail burned itself into the 
souls of the invalid's artless hearers. They saw the 
whole sickening picture rise up in all its ghastliness before 
their eyes. It filled them with horror." 



Brevities. 

... On August 31, when the successful termination 
of the peace negotiations at Portsmouth was announced, 
Hon. Robert Treat Paine, president of the American 
Peace Society, sent the following telegram of congratu- 
lations to President Roosevelt : 

" No event in all history has given such powerful impetus 
to the cause of peace among the nations of the whole world as 
your brave and triumphant action." 

To this telegram the President's secretary sent the fol- 
lowing reply : 

"The President thanks you heartily for your congratu- 
lations." 



